Foel Fenlli: Walk 2: ascent via Offa’s Dyke Path – Flintshire.
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Height:
1670 feet or 509 metres
Distance to summit: 
2.7 miles or 4.3 kilometres





Time to summit: 

¾ hour to 1 hour.

Difficulty:  

Moderate. The climb is steep in parts. Take plenty of breaks and enjoy the views.

Getting there:
From the A494 via Loggerheads, follow the signs (right hand side) to Moel Famau Country Park. Follow B road to car parks at Bwlch Pen Barras. 
Parking: 
Park in the left hand car park. Please note that this is a pay-and-display park and the cost is £1.00. 
The Area  

The area is heather moorland with low bilberry bushes and some gorse. Foel Fenlli is an ancient Briton hill fort. The information board at the far end of the car park will help you understand more about what you will discover at the summit.

Directions.

Return to the road and walk over the cattle grid. On the left hand side, you will see a sign post directing you to Offa’s Dyke path.
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Follow the path across the open area populated by wooden seats. At intervals you will come across small 1 metre (3 feet) posts each with an arrow and acorn symbol. The arrow points you in the correct direction and allows you to follow Offa’s Dyke Path.

Count the posts as you reach them and at the 6th post, Offa’s Dyke Path will turn right. Take the path directly in front of you which leads you up the mountain. This is a VERY steep stretch and should be tackled slowly. 
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As the incline eases off you will enter a small hollow and the path leads you to the left. At this point you should see the summit. Take the path to the summit. 

At the summit you will find a large pile of stones.
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At the summit.

If you are lucky enough to have a clear day you will have commanding views of the surrounding area. 

To the north is the Jubilee Tower at the top of Moel Famau and to its left, you will get views of the Clwyd Valley. 

Your panorama will include Llantysilio and Maesychen Mountains to the south; beyond which lays Llangollen. To the north east are the Halkyn Mountains. To the east lies the Cheshire Plain whilst to the west is the Clocaenog Forest.

Here are some questions for you to answer;

1. By what other common name is heather known

2. How many ramparts can you discover on this ancient hill fort

Return walk.

· Option 1: retrace the steps of your ascent.

· Option 2: descend via the short route – this will make your round trip approximately 3.75 kilometres (2.3 miles) and make your overall walk 1.5 to 2.0 hours long.   

Please note that there are some VERY steep sections on this part of the walk. Please exercise caution especially with very small children.

Leave the summit via the path to the north. Follow the path through the heather and you will soon find a long flight of wooden steps. Follow the steps down, keeping the fence to your right.

At the stile, follow the path to the right and continue your descent. After a few minutes you will cross a second stile and continue down. As the car park comes into sight, you will pass through a lightly wooded area and go through a kissing gate into the car park.

Refreshments.

At the lower car park there is snack bar – not open all year round. Further afield are the We Three at Loggerheads and Cafe Florence in Loggerheads Country Park. 
